
St. Guthlac’s
Church

June
2026

70p



1



2

Rector
Rev’d Georgina Holding.

O1778 342237.

Churchwardens  Nick Evans     07973 681095
       Roger Stokoe     07788 148060

Readers      Canon Nigel Bacon    01778 342737
           Kate Brown      01778 343981

Director of Music   Peter Davies      07779 780021

PCC   Vice Chair   James Ward
Hon Treasurer  Julie Bacon      01778 342737

Children & Youth Worker Andrew Mitchell  07748 241391

 Other Parish Representatives are listed on a later page in this publication.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 10.00am Monday to
Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome.
For details of our on-line services please refer to our website or
facebook page.
If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on
the first or third Sunday of the month.

To book a Baptism or Wedding, or for any General Enquiry.

Please email: administrator@stguthlacs.org.uk
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Thought For The

Dear Friends,

June – the month with the longest day, the potential for the
most sunshine yet, as I prepare this, the central heating has
been turned back on again, thick jumpers and coats dug out
from winter’s wardrobe and the weather forecasters threaten
snow!
June – but I don’t know where April went. I missed April. I spent
much of it in hospital and then the rest of the time learning how
to be as independent as possible.

I have learnt so much since 23 March, the day of my nerve root
decompression surgery. I have learnt how easy it is to wallow in
self-pity, to look, with despair, at an uncertain future, to give in.
Last night’s Bible Course we were looking at the Exodus. God heard
the cries of His chosen people and He prepared to answer their
prayers and redeem them from their captivity and slavery in Egypt.
We started the evening by sharing experiences of times when we
had felt trapped, even imprisoned. A common experience for all of
us was lockdown because of Covid. Even for me, in the countryside
of the Chilterns, we were unable to meet together to worship.
Singing hymns on your own at home with others via Zoom
eventually paled.

But God had a plan to redeem His chosen people. He chose a
runaway murderer who had spent the past 40 years tending sheep
and sent Moses to Pharoah to say, “Let my people go!”. And God
promised Moses that He, the great I AM, would be with Moses
always as He fulfilled His promise.

We all have uncertain futures. Although we might make plans for
tomorrow, next week or even the years to come, the future is
uncertain. Was I despairing about the future before my operation?
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Are you despairing of yours? So why, now my circumstances have
changed, should I despair? My future was always uncertain as is
yours. My future is in the hands of a loving God.

Of course it’s likely that your circumstances are bleaker than mine.
The Israelites were made slaves by the Egyptians and made to build
pyramids. Every male son was to be killed. I love those first few
verses of Exodus chapter 3. God tells Moses that He’s seen the
plight of His people and He’s going to deliver them. Have you seen
the pyramids? They weren’t built in a day! Indeed its likely the
Israelites were slaves for over 200 years! Many will have died
slaves.

I am reminded of an old chorus we used to sing.
I know who holds the future, and I know He holds my hand;
With God things don’t just happen, everything by Him is
planned.
So as I face tomorrow with its problems large and small
I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to Him my all.

Whatever our future, God holds it and us in His hand so there is no
need to despair, quite the opposite in fact.
As we finished the session on Exodus we were given a verse to
meditate on, a verse from Joshua chapter 1.

God said, “I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous;
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with
you wherever you go.”

Nick Evans,

With thanks to Charlotte.
St. Guthlac’s Church P.C.C., and community, would like to
express our sincere thanks to Charlotte for all she has given as
our part-time Parish Administrator over the last three years.  As
Charlotte now leaves this role, we recognise and appreciate the
ways she has quietly worked behind the scenes to help keep
things running smoothly.  We are very grateful.
Thank you, Charlotte.
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Every year the cry goes up “Can you help with the Garden Fete
please?” and this year is no different.
The Church Garden Fete is a key fundraising event, raising over
£3,000 towards St Guthlac’s mission to reach out in love, grow in
faith and welcome all into our beautiful church.

There are some very specific needs.
· Offers of cakes are needed for refreshments in the Green

School. Please contact Carol Cooper (carol.c@sky.com) if you
can help.

· Offers of cakes are also needed for the Mothers’ Union stall.
Please contact Kate Brown (kabstg@btinternet.com) if you
can help.

· Kay Roberts would be interested in any household items. You
can contact Kay on 07510 267140 to ask if she would like
your contribution for the Ladies Guild stall.

· You were all so brilliant donating bottles for the wheelbarrow
and now we need you to donate again, any bottles, for the
tombola, raffle and wine squares. There will be a box in
church for you to leave your contributions in; this will be
emptied weekly.

· If you have  a favourite restaurant, pub, hairdresser,  vet etc
that you often go to be brave and ask them if they’ll give you
a voucher towards a meal or treatment or a bottle/chocolates
etc.  Please don’t ask in Deeping St James though. And let
Helen Evans know if you’ve been successful.  It might be
worth checking with Helen first in case they have already
been approached though! (helenevans1961@icloud.com)

Please, please, please don’t leave your contributions at the back
of the church unless you have agreed it with the stall holder AND it
is clearly labelled who it is for.

Also, if you have a pop up gazebo we can borrow for the day,
that would be great. Please let Susanne Denton know
(Susanne.denton@live.com)

If you haven’t already been asked to help (and thank you so much
all those who have already volunteered), are free either on Friday

The Garden Fete
Saturday 11 July 2026
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The Garden Fete
Saturday 11 July 2026

10 June (to help put up) and/or Saturday 11 June, and would like to
help, please let Nick Evans (nicke1054@icloud.com) know.

Garden Fete Raffle
Baskets will be appearing soon at the back of church for people to
take and fill as raffle prizes. If you are able to help in this way
please take a basket and one of the cards with a theme written on it
and return the filled basket to Anne Guthrie or Jean Jones. For
example if you choose the card with gardening on it you could
include a pair of gardening gloves, some packets of seeds, a roll of
twine, some plant labels…… To share the expense perhaps a couple
of friends could jointly fill a basket. If you have an idea for a theme
which is not on the list please go ahead and do your own thing.
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We hope that you and your families are all well.  I thought
summer was on its way but I have just heard that frosts are
forecast!

You may have noticed that we had some scaffolding on the north
side of church.  This was for repairs following Storm Claudia last
November, when we had some damage to the choir vestry roof,
and general repairs that have now been completed.

The other “exciting” thing to happen in May was the visitation of
two pigeons into the church.  They stayed for a couple of days
and left their calling cards but fortunately they decided to leave.

The Bible Course has been running on a Monday evening in the
Green School and continues into June for anybody interested.
This is a fascinating course and puts the books and stories of the
Bible into context in a clear and understandable way.

The St Guthlac’s Church Garden Fete is almost upon us. If you
are around on 11 July and haven’t yet been asked to get
involved, please speak to either Susanne Denton or Nick Evans.

Happening in June are the following:
A Cream Tea at Anne & Greg Guthries on 6 June,
Pimms & Hymns on 14 June and
Parish Away Day on 27 June.

Again, a big thank you for all the support that you continually
give us and if you have any questions, please speak with one of
us.

    With best wishes from Nick and Roger.
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Summer and the Environment:
Caring for God’s Creation

from Liz Gray,

As we start to enter the season of summer, I am reminded of
one of my favourite anthems in church ‘For the beauty of the
earth’ by John Rutter.  For me it captures the essence of
summer.

We begin to welcome longer days, warmer weather, blooming
gardens, and opportunities to spend time outdoors. Whether we
are walking through the countryside, sitting in a local park, or
enjoying time with family and friends outside, summer reminds
us of the beauty and generosity of God’s creation.

In Genesis, we read that God looked upon creation and declared
it “very good.” At this time of the year I have to agree. The
earth, skies, seas, trees, and living creatures are all part of the
wonderful world entrusted to us. Summer gives us a fresh
opportunity to notice these gifts more closely — the sound of
birdsong in the morning, colourful flowers in full bloom, sunlight
warming the earth, and the abundance of food growing in the
fields or in our gardens.

Alongside this beauty, we are increasingly aware of
environmental challenges. Rising temperatures, pollution,
flooding, droughts, and loss of wildlife affecting communities
across the world. These issues can sometimes feel distant or
overwhelming, but as Christians we are called not only to
appreciate creation, but also to care for it faithfully. We need to
be active in this area.

Stewardship is a deeply biblical principle. God gave humanity
responsibility to “tend and keep” the garden. Caring for the
environment is not simply a political or scientific concern
(although they are certainly part of the solution); it is also a
spiritual responsibility. Looking after creation is one way of
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showing love for God and for our neighbours, especially future
generations who will inherit the world we leave behind. I catch
myself thinking about what the future might be for my children
and their future children too.

Summer is an ideal time to reflect on the ways we can make a
difference. Small actions matter. We can reduce waste, recycle
more carefully, avoid unnecessary plastic use, conserve water
during dry weather, and support local produce. Planting flowers
for bees and butterflies, keeping gardens wildlife-friendly, or
simply spending more time walking instead of driving can all
contribute to healthier communities and a healthier planet.

At St Guthlac’s Church we can also play an important role. We
focus more on our outside spaces by letting some areas of the
churchyard grow wild, we have future proofed our heating and
lighting and allowed for the use of renewable energy, we are
planning to organise a litter-picking event, and are teaching our
young people about creation care. These activities not only
benefit the environment but also strengthen fellowship and
witness within the community.

Importantly, caring for creation is rooted in hope rather than
fear. Christians believe that God has not abandoned the world
He made. Every act of care, however small, reflects gratitude
and hope for the protection and renewal of creation. When we
protect the environment, we participate in God’s ongoing work of
restoration and healing.

This summer, may we take time to slow down and notice the
beauty around us. Listen to the birds  and watch the nature
living alongside us. May we give thanks for sunshine and rain,
for fields and forests, for gardens and wildlife. And may we
renew our commitment to being faithful stewards of the earth,
honouring God the Creator through the way we care for His
creation.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” — Psalm 24:1.
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Afternoon Tea Social   Saturday 6th June
We plan to hold an Afternoon Tea social occasion on Saturday 6th

June at 7 Suttons Lane, Deeping Gate. Hopefully the weather will be
sunny and dry and people can enjoy chatting and eating in our garden.

All welcome  and further details to come. Anne & Greg

We welcomed Justin Tilley who presented the Landyke Countryside
Trust.  He featured John Clare the ‘peasant poet’ who said that he
found the poems in the fields and only wrote them down.  John
Clare was malnourished as a child and only grew to 5ft.  He
understood the countryside and was devastated in 1810 with the
Enclosure Act being introduced. He had a wife and seven children
but died in an asylum in 1864.

The Landyke Trust started in 1999 with four people, and it has now
grown to have nine nature reserves.  They conduct weekly walk
parties and do monthly talks and walks. He gave an interesting
insight into the work of the Trust.  He is only a very passionate
volunteer and member of the Committee.

By the time this article is read we will have had our May meeting
which is a craft evening with members invited to try three different
crafts.  Our last meeting in June is to the John Clare House.

We stop for July and August but meet again on the fourth Tuesday
in September.  If you would like to join us, you would be welcome
to come and see what we do.  You can either turn up on the
evening or contact one of our members on the list below.

Our Committee Members are:  Jean Jones 07976 810654,
Julie Bacon 01778 342737,  Ann Lymburn 01778 703269,
Carol Moore 01778 342979,  Liz Parkinson 01778 347020.
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There is little new to report this month as May’s
meeting had not taken place at the time of writing this
but I have little doubt that members will have enjoyed
Hazel Whitfield’s talk on family history.

I mentioned that the annual tea party is booked for
Tuesday June 30th and invitations will be going out at

the beginning of this month. This is not limited to Mothers’ Union
members but is open to anyone who has a connection with the
church and we try to make sure that those who are not able to
attend many church events are invited to this. If we inadvertently
miss anyone who would have enjoyed an afternoon tea we
apologise and hope you will come anyway.

Mothers’ Union members man the cake stall at the Garden Fete but
we do rely on others to help us provide the cakes for sale. Small
cakes with icing and sparkles always appeal to children and grown
ups are tempted by larger sandwich or fruit cakes. They can be
brought to the rectory garden on the morning of the fete.

Kate Brown 01778 343981 kabstg@btinternet.com

Flowers
Thanks go to Jean Jones and Kay Bunn who decorated the church
during May, with Anne Guthrie concluding May and starting off June.
Sharon Gurney and Pat French will be providing the pedestal
arrangements for the rest of June; we look forward to seeing them.
Sometimes people like to put a small arrangement or vase of
flowers in the window above the memorial book to commemorate
those they have lost or to mark some special event. It is always
lovely to see an extra arrangement there; don’t feel you have to ask
permission; just do it!

Friday Crafting in the Green School
9:30 – 11:30am  £5, materials and refreshments included

For our first session in May, Shirley showed us how to make a lovely
card featuring a summery dress made from scraps of material.
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Some lucky daughters, granddaughters and friends will be receiving
a beautiful handmade card at some point in the future. Then Ann-
Marie showed us how to make flower corsages and buttonholes at
the end of the month.
Towards the end of this month, we will be making summer bunting
for the Garden Fete under the expert guidance of Anne C and Janis.
Although at the time of writing we still haven’t decided what we will
be doing on June 5th, I’m sure we will have a convivial meeting
doing something even if it is just chatting and watching others get
on with their own ongoing projects.
Do come and join us even if you feel you are not particularly
capable at craft; you might surprise yourself and at worst you will
spend a couple of hours in friendly company.
Contact: Anne Guthrie 07979106822 or Kate Brown 01778 343981

Bereavement Café
Thursday 4th June in the Green School 10:30 to 12:00

This is a friendly, welcoming place for all those who are experienc-
ing or anticipating loss. It gives you an opportunity to chat in small
groups, telling your stories, sharing tips for coping or just sitting
and listening in a supportive atmosphere. Last month in the round
circle group chat we heard about the dangers of scams that target
vulnerable people experiencing bereavement. We hope to draw up a
programme of other topics that people may find useful for future
group chats.

Afternoon Tea Social Saturday 6th June
All are invited to come along to 7 Sutton’s Lane on Saturday 6th
June where Anne and Greg will be hosting an afternoon tea. There
is no charge for this, but donations will be welcome and will go to a
good cause. By the time you read this people will have been
approached to help make sandwiches and bake cakes but if you
intend coming and would like to bring a cake, I’m sure a home will
be found for it! If you intend to drive do offer lifts to those without a
car who may not otherwise be able to get there. The more energetic
can of course walk or cycle and feel suitably environmentally
conscious.
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Thanks to everyone who came along to our coffee morning in
May.  We were pleased everyone enjoyed the refreshments and
the chatter, and were very happy to bank £285, which included
one very generous individual donation.

So far the Just Giving page has reached £1,167.16 and when
Gift Aid is added it comes to £1,235.88.  I will update this figure
in the next magazine, which will be after the Soup Lunch, when
the final total will be known.  To find out more about the great
work done by this charity, simply Google Christian Aid Week
2026 and be amazed!

Dorothy Harriss.
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when sidespeople readers servers offertory

7 June

10.00
am

Joy Elliman
Roger Clarke
Di Wheatley

All Age
Child Reader

G Bacon Dorothy
Harriss,

Iris Newson

14 June

10.00
am

Kay Roberts
Henry Roberts
Chris Warren

Keith Fowler J Ward
L Ward

C Gaughan

Janice Hewitt
Kay Bunn

21 June

10.00
am

Janis Hewitt
Lyall Seale

Keith Warren

Jean Jones N Bacon Nettie Mitchell
Linda Bates

28 June

10.00
am

Carol Cooper
Lorna Mellowes
Geoff Chambers

Nick Evans

The Mayor G Bacon Lyall Seale
Geoff

Chambers

6.00
pm

Dorothy Harriss

The Magazine
Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue. In the May
issue the final date for Copy was given as 20 May, unfortunately the
Printer brought forward the dates mid-month so this June issue is
going to print one week earlier.

Copy for the July magazine is required please not later than
Wednesday 17 June.

© St Guthlac’s PCC  Reg Charity 1133754
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Calendar of Services and Events, June Year A

Sunday 31st May   Trinity Sunday
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     10:00 am  Sunday Club in the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
     2 Corinthians 13: 11 – end, Matthew 28: 16 – end

JMonday 1st   10:00 am  Prayer Meeting
              7:15 pm   Bible Course session 6 in the Green
          School
Wednesday 3rd  10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 4th  10:30 am  Bereavement Café

2:00 pm   The Laurels
               7:30 pm   Bell Ringing Practice
Friday 5th 9:30 am – 11:30 am  Craft in the Green School

       6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 6th  2:30 pm – 5 pm Afternoon Tea at 7 Suttons Lane

Sunday 7th     First Sunday after Trinity
     10:00 am  All Age Holy Communion
     Romans 4: 13 – end, Matthew 9: 9 – 13, 18 - 26
Monday 8th    7:15 pm   Bible Course session 7 in the Green

        School
Wednesday 10th10:30 am   Said Holy Communion
Thursday 11th   7:30 pm   Bell Ringing Practice
Friday 12th     6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 13th  10:30 am  Coffee Morning in the Green School

Sunday 14th June   Second Sunday after Trinity
8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
10:00    Sunday Club in the Green School

     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
         Romans 5: 1 – 8, Matthew 9: 35 – 10:8

4:00 pm   Hymns and Pimms on the Rectory
          lawn
Monday 15th  7: 15 pm   Bible Course session 8 in the Green
          School
Wednesday 17th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 18th  7:30 pm   Bell Ringing Practice
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Friday 19th       9:30 – 11:30 Craft in the Green School
             6:30 pm   Choir Practice

Saturday 20th  2:30 – 4:30 pm Messy Church in the Green School

Sunday 21st    Third Sunday after Trinity
8:00 am   Said Holy Communion

     10:00 am  Sunday Club in the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
       Jeremiah 20: 7 – 13, Matthew 10: 24 - 39
Wednesday 24th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion

2:30 pm   Rose Lodge
Thursday 25th  10:00 am  Mothers’ Union in the Green School

              7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
Friday 26th   9:30 – 11:30 Craft in the Green School

6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 27th  10:00 am to 3:00 pm  Together Day at Edenham

Sunday 28th  Fourth Sunday after Trinity, Civic Service
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     10:00 am   Sunday Club in the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
           Readings to be confirmed

6:00 pm   Evensong
      Ezekiel 3: 4 – 11, Galatians 1: 13 – 4:11

Tuesday 30th  2:30 pm   Mothers’ Union Tea Party in the
          Green School

Diary Dates

Saturday July 11th    GARDEN FETE
Sunday July 12th 6 pm  Taize Service

Conjunctivitis.com - that's a sight for sore eyes.

One-armed butlers, they can take it but they can't dish it out.

Chuckle With Charlie



Parish Directory
Secretary of Bell Ringers  Dawn Richie     07837 187908
Eco Church Coordinator   Liz Gray
Guthlac’s Young Explorers  Andrew Mitchell   07748 241391
Safeguarding Officer    Anne Guthrie      01778 346134

Wellbeing Group Co-ord  Keith Warren      01778 701717
Friends of St Guthlac   Rev’d George Holding
Stewardship Coordinator Carol Cooper    01778 346140
Convener of Sidespeople Keith Warren      01778 701717
Coordinator of Servers  Graeme Bacon    01778 342737
Lesson Reading Rota   Kate Brown      01778 343981
Flower Arranging Rota  Anne Guthrie    01778 346134
Church Cleaning Rota   Kay Roberts       07510 267140

Parish Notices    Nigel Coke-Woods  07429 089020
             email nigelcw@icloud.com

  Mothers’ Union    Kate Brown     01778 343981
Ladies Guild     Jean Jones     07976 810654

Floodlight Booking     Kay Roberts    07510 267140
Magazine  Distribution  Dorothy Harriss   07587 691743
     Advertising  Roger Clarke        07902 928782

    Production   Gordon Tyler    01778 349338
email gordonftyler@btinternet.com

Green School  Cleaning  Chris Gaughan
Booking   email  greenschool@stguthlacs.org.uk

Safeguarding
Remember that if you experience difficulties related to what you
think may be abuse in some form (domestic, emotional, financial,
spiritual)   or you are concerned about anyone amongst our church
family and community that you may speak in confidence to Revd.
George or Anne Guthrie, the Parish Safeguarding Officer.



The Ladies Guild welcomed
Justin Tilley who presented the
Landyke Countryside Trust.




