
St Guthlac’s Church
August & September 2025
70p

Reaching out in love,
Growing in faith,
Welcoming all.

 80th Anniversary of  VJ-Day 15 Aug 1945



1

Some of the Crafting ladies at
the Open Garden in Allington,
see page 11.

>>>>> This wall-hanging was made by
Janis Hewitt and donated to the silent
auction at the Garden Fete. It was bought
for the church by an anonymous donor and
we hope to hang it near the war memorial.
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Rector
Rev’d Georgina Holding.

O1778 342237.

Churchwardens  Nick Evans     07973 681095
        Roger Stokoe    07788 148060

Readers      Canon Nigel Bacon    01778 342737
            Mrs Kate Brown    01778 343981

Director of Music   Peter Davies      01778 347381

PCC   Vice Chair   James Ward
Hon Treasurer   Mrs Julie Bacon    01778 342737

Children & Youth Worker Andrew Mitchell  07748 241391

 Other Parish Representatives are listed on a later page in this publication.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 10.00am Monday to
Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome.
For details of our on-line services please refer to our website or
facebook page.
If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on
the first or third Sunday of the month.

For a Baptism, Wedding, or any general enquiry, please
telephone the Parish Administrator Charlotte Bates who is
available Monday and Wednesday evenings on 07972
839963. Beyond that time please leave a message.
Alternatively email  administrator@stguthlacs.org.uk
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Dear Friends,

It’s July and we are in the middle of a heat wave! My weather
forecast indicates temperatures in the high 20s and no rain for at
least 2 weeks! Our thoughts turn to holidays and a chance to get
away, sit near a pool and enjoy having nothing to do for a while.
I can’t find a reference to holidays in the Bible. Plenty of references
to holy days and festivals but nothing about holidays. Did they not
have holidays 2,000 years ago?

Genesis 2 verses 1 to 3 says “Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God
finished the work that He had done, and He rested from all the work
that He had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because God rested from all the work that He had done in creation”.
It is part of God’s plan for there to be work and for there to be a
rest from work. My prayer for all of you is that you enjoy a time of
rest and return refreshed. Helen and I are away for a few weeks,
firstly near York and then to Ghent. Although Reykjavik looks
enticing, with daytime highs of 13 degrees!

There are many activities planned for the months up to Christmas.
The annual raft race is on 3 August and Rob Gray is building a raft
so he can take part on behalf of Churches Together. St Guthlac’s
has a stall in the High Street where the heating project display will
be featured. Tickets for the Grand Prize Draw will be on sale and
volunteers are needed to man the stall. We also need donations of
bottles of wine as the first prize is a wheelbarrow full of bottles of
(mainly) alcohol. The Grand Prize Draw tickets will be on sale until
November and the draw will take place at a special wine tasting at
the Green School on 28 November.

Towards the end of August we hope a Treasure Hunt will take place.
In September we are organizing a barn dance. In October the plan
is for Paul Bainbridge (choir and local sculpture) to give a talk about

Thought For The Month
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his work and in November we hope to hold a table top sale in the
Green School. All these events are to raise funds for the heating
project which, as you will see from the church wardens’ article,
should be completed before winter.

The first Parish Lunch went so well we’re going to organize another
for 28 September. Look out for more details soon.
So, lots going on, so all the more reason to enjoy a rest (after the
Garden Fete) and return refreshed and ready for all these activities.
I wish you all a happy holiday.

Nick Evans.

Sunday 21 September at 2.30pm
Join the Glebe Singers for an Afternoon

Tea Event in the Green School.
Tickets (£15) will be available late August.
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Thank you
We hope that all is well with you and your families.

A huge thank you to all who helped make the church fete such a
great success: to those who organised the fete, to those that helped
on the day to put up and take down, to all who donated goods to
sell, raffle prizes and cakes and produce, to those who collected
prizes, to those running the stalls and to everyone that came.
Organising and running the fete takes an awful lot of effort from
many people. Thanks to all of you.

We are still progressing with the heating and lighting project, with
the aim to have it operational for the winter. There is an awful lot of
work going on behind the scenes, but we still need to raise more
money to support the project so, if there is anything you can do to
help it would be gratefully appreciated. We need to make the
church as welcoming as possible and this will help us along the way.

As I am writing this, I have just come home from church where I
admired how beautiful the churchyard looks after the grass has
been cut.  We are lucky to have such a lovely churchyard.

We hope you have a chance to take a break this summer and get
some valuable time to relax and enjoy the weather.

Nick and Roger.

Talk at Teatime
from Kate Brown,

We hope to resume our Talk at Teatime programme in the
Autumn once Anne, Andrew and I have been to Greenbelt and
got the latest batch of recorded talks for you to listen to and
discuss. Look out for dates, venues and speakers in the next
(September) magazine.
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Have you ever attended a Taizé service? If
not, why not give the one at 4 pm on Sunday
August 9th a go? Many churches and
cathedrals do these occasionally and they can
be very popular with those who like a time of
quiet reflection. Each church generally does
their own version but common to them all is
the music: short chants repeated 6 or 7 times
as an aid to devotion. They are very easy to
pick up and join in with but if you prefer to

simply listen that’s OK. Some places are blessed with a group of
musicians who can accompany the chants and a cantor who can lead
the singing but there are CDs with the music on and that is what we
use in our services.

There are some short Bible readings, usually just a single verse, and
an opportunity to reflect on them; some short prayers with responses
to join in with and plenty of time for silent prayer. Whether you enjoy
contemplative worship or are new to it, this type of service may help
you find peace and refreshment. We hope to see you there.

Greenbelt
 Hope in the Making          21-24 August          Boughton House.

greenbelt.org.uk

The annual Greenbelt festival of Faith Arts and Music will be held over
the August Bank Holiday at Boughton Hall near Kettering. Kate and I
have been attending for many years – it is our summer boost of faith
with interesting talks, a call to activism and time for reflection in
beautiful countryside. It has always been slightly sad for us that so
few of our church community have been willing to try an taste – i was
first introduced to Greenbelt when my children attended s teenagers
under the youth leader and vicar of our church in Wales, Kate and I
(Anne) first went to Greenbelt on Cheltenham racecourse with our
younger teens, people from Churches Together have formed groups
and last year Andrew joined us. Joanne, Daniel and Chloe came for a
day but probably found it rather overwhelming without other young
friends. Just take a look at the website to see the range of activities
on offer , maybe you would like to come for a day or to the huge
Sunday morning communion service.
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To Love and Serve the Lord
Whether you're just beginning to explore your faith or have had a
faith and been coming to church for many years, To Love and Serve
the Lord is a course designed to help you pause, reflect and grow.
There are six sessions which offer a space to think deeply about
your own faith journey and to develop your understanding of key
areas of faith such as prayer and the Bible.  As it covers the basics
of a Christian life, it is suitable for those exploring faith as well as
those who wish to make a deeper connection with their faith. It will
be a chance to learn, ask questions, reflect, explore new
perspectives, and deepen your relationship with God —whatever
stage you are at.

These sessions are open to anyone who is
interested in exploring their faith more fully.

As well as this, the course is offered this year for adults preparing
for Confirmation.  So, some on the course might be considering
Confirmation, while others may simply want to reconnect or grow in
their understanding.  While this course also serves as the
introductory module for those considering Authorised Lay Ministry
training in the Diocese of Lincoln, participation is not limited to
those pursuing ministry.  So you can come along whatever stage
you are at, if you are confirmed or not, or considering it or not – It
is for everyone.

The sessions, which have been produced by the Diocese of Lincoln,
are open to everyone in the Welland Local Mission Partnership, and
Christians of any denomination locally.  They will be led by Rev
Mark Williams and will run on Mondays from September 8th to
October 13th at 7:30pm in the Green School.

If you're interested in joining the course or exploring confirmation,
please speak to Revd George.
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What is there to report since the last
magazine article? The cake stall at

the summer fete was as popular as ever
and our grateful thanks go to those who
donated the necessary cakes. As well as
cakes and jams (our usual items) we also
sold rhubarb and beetroot, cookery and
diet books (not many of the latter!) plants
and bird boxes. Our range of goods on
offer will very soon rival that on the
Ladies’ Guild stall next to ours. Left over books were taken to
the Sue Ryder book shop in Spalding, excess bird boxes
returned to the maker and there were no left-over perishables.

Our summer outing to the café at Moor Farm, Newborough for
afternoon tea was a pleasant occasion, and their sandwiches
and scones are recommended. Sadly few of us had room for
cakes so we are unable to comment on those although I have
to say they looked extremely tempting. Thanks go to Kay for
organising it and for spending her birthday with us.

Our coffee morning in August takes place from 10:30 in the
Green School on Friday the 29th and all are invited. This is not
an exclusive Mothers’ Union event, the more the merrier. As
well as coffee and cake there will be a raffle. I hope to see
many of you there.

Also in August on Saturday 9th there will be a Mothers’ Union
coffee morning in Bourne to mark Mary Sumner Day. This will
take place in the Church Hall from 10:30. Do contact me if you
would like to go and need a lift.

Looking ahead our regular monthly meetings resume on
Thursday September 18th with a service in church at 6:30 pm
followed by refreshments and a catch up in the Green School.

Kate Brown 01778 343981 kabstg@btintermet.com
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Friday Crafting
from Anne Guthrie & Kate Brown,

Towards the end of July a group of us went to Allington village near
Grantham to visit an Open Garden. A lovely hostess who had baked
cheese scones and cakes for us, a fascinating garden with so many
trees and beds, a courtyard of scented pelargoniums and various
seating areas.  This is the third outing with which we have finished a
year of Friday Crafting Sessions. It is hard to believe that Kate and I
initiated the group with the intention of setting aside time to
prepare for Christmas, in advance, and to set aside specific time to
pursue our interests in card making. We enjoyed attending various
craft sessions in Stamford and at Riverside Beading, visiting the
Peterborough Open Arts Studios.

We thought that booking The Green school and encouraging people
to join us we would both raise income for the Green School and
have fun. It is a friendly group and people join us whenever they
are able, a wealth of talent has been discovered and a willingness to
share and learn. Now completed a third year from our imagining a
few weeks to Christmas! Activities have included felting.........card
making with lots of different variations........clay tags.......flower
arranging......scrapbooking........paper folding.......and most
recently water colours. Please look for the new programme in
September and come and join us.

Forgot to say that it was ladies from Ftiday crafting who made all
the bunting for decorating the Green school ..... and That Rob Gray
kindly climbed ladders to hang it from the beams!
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Our June meeting was the last meeting of our 2024/2025 year and
we celebrated with an outing to Moulton Mill.  Some of our members
made it to the top of the mill by way of steps some very steep
whilst others elected to stay down on the first floor.   We had a talk
at the start about the various grants that had been applied for the
restoration work.   It is totally managed by volunteers.  In their
shop they had flour to be purchased along with some incredible
flavoured jams and preserves.  The refreshments of a scone, cream
and jam with either tea or coffee were greatly enjoyed.

Our new year starts on 23rd September and new visitors are
welcomed.  This meeting starts in church with a short service before
going to the Green Schol for refreshments. We are asking everyone
to bring a wrapped book marking it as crime, romance etc which we
can swap.

from Jean Jones
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Evacuation
As this year is the Eightieth Anniversary of the end of the Second
World War it seems apposite to include a couple of stories about
evacuation.

At the outbreak of WW2 in 1939 politicians realised that London
was a likely target for aerial bombing, a view reinforced by the
carnage in the Spanish Civil War which Germany supported and
used as a training ground for its Air Force bombers and fighters.
Consequently arrangements were put in place to evacuate children
from London to safe rural areas.

There are many stories of varying experiences; some children were
well cared for by their temporary families, some were not. These
two stories are about evacuees with family connections to my late
wife, Shirley.

Shirley’s parents lived in the Greenwich / Charlton area, as did
those of Ken who Shirley married years later. The area was
vulnerable to bombing because of the Naval College and the docks
across the Thames. Shirley and Ken were too young to be
evacuated but the latter’s brother George, born 1935, was
evacuated to a farm in Newbridge-on-Wye, central Wales. Now, a
young boy from the confines and busyness of London being placed
in the green countryside would either love it or hate it. He loved it!

As the bombing threat diminished the evacuees returned to their
families in London and resumed normal life. However as soon as he
was old enough George (later Shirley’s brother-in-law) left Charlton
and returned to the farm in Wales, married a local girl and settled
down to farming until his death in 1978.

This second story concerns Shirley’s uncle, Robert Warren, who
lived in West London and had six children, five of whom were
evacuated to America. Robert worked for the Hoover Vacuum
Cleaner Company in West London, the President of which was
Herbert Hoover (no relation to the politician) who arranged for
approximately one hundred of his English employees’ children to go
to Canton, Ohio in America. They set out from Liverpool in The
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Samalia on 9th August and when in America they were
accommodated with American employees of the company.

Imagine the feelings of an eight-year-old moving from a three-
bedroom semi, housing at that time two parents and six children, to
your own bedroom with indulgent foster-carers, and no rationing.
The Warren children returned home in 1945 to a home with four
more siblings (and another in 1947).

One of the five, Dorothy, went on to work for Hoover, met and
married a visiting executive and emigrated to Canton where she
died a few years ago. A month after The Somalia sailed a similar
ship carrying evacuee children was torpedoed and only a few
survived, the practice then ceased.

Flowers
From Anne Guthrie,

Looking ahead to September,  the
season of Creationtide and appreciating
our natural world. The weekly flower
arrangers will probably be using the
more vibrant hot colours of late
summer and I hope that all of you will
think ahead to Harvest Celebrations at
the All Age service Sunday 5th October.
For the past few years many if you have
brought in fruit and vegetable  produce,
plants and arrangements from your own
gardens. As Harvest is slightly later this
year perhaps you could look for ideas
from the countryside as well.

Church Flowers Rota
31 August & 7 Sept:  Susanne Denton
14 & 21 September:  Jenny Blake.
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Calendar of Services and Events
August & September, Year C

Sunday 3rd August  Seventh  Sunday after Trinity
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     10:00 am All Age Holy Communion
        Colossians 3: 1 – 11, Luke 12: 13 – 21
Monday 4th   10:00 am  Prayer Meeting in Church
Wednesday 6th  10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 7th  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 8th No Choir Practice
Saturday 9th  No Church Coffee Morning.

Sunday 10th August  Eight Sunday after Trinity
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
      No Sunday Club
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
      Hebrews 11: 1 – 3, 8 – 16, Luke 12: 32 – 40

4:00 pm   Taizé Service
Wednesday 13th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 14th  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 15th No Choir Practice

Anniversary of VJ Day 1945
Saturday 16th  2:30 pm – 4:30 pm Messy Church in the Green School

Sunday 17th August  Ninth Sunday after Trinity
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     No Sunday Club
     10:30 am  Parish Holy Communion
      Jeremiah 23: 16a, and 23 – 29, Luke 12: 54 – 58
Wednesday 20th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
        2:30 pm   Rose Lodge
Thursday 21st   7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 22nd  No Choir Practice
Saturday 23rd No Soup & Social

Diary   October 5th Harvest Celebrations
Dates   October 12th Pet Service.
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when sidespeople readers servers offertory
3 August

10.00
am

Joy Elliman
Roger Clarke
Di Wheatley

All Age Service A Gray
E Denton
D Fowler

Dorothy
Harriss,

Iris Newson
10 August

10.00
am

Kay Roberts
Henry Roberts
Chris Warren

Lyall Seale G Bacon Janice Hewitt
Kay Bunn

17 August
10.00
am

Janis Hewitt
Lyall Seale

Keith Warren

Kay Roberts J Ward
D Fowler
C Fowler

Nettie Mitchell
Linda Bates

24 August
10.00
am

Carol Cooper
Lorna Mellowes
Geoff Chambers

Nick Evans

Keith Warren N Bacon Lyall Seale
Geoff

Chambers

5.3 David Betts Kay Roberts
31 August

10.00
am

Dorothy Harriss
Kay Bunn

Keith Warren

Helen Evans A Gray
L Ward

C Gaughan
7 September

10.00
am

Joy Elliman
Roger Clarke
Di Wheatley

All Age Service G Bacon Dorothy
Harriss,

Iris Newson
14 September

10.00
am

Kay Roberts
Henry Roberts
Chris Warren

Daniel Fowler J Ward
D Fowler
C Fowler

Janice Hewitt
Kay Bunn

21 September
10.00
am

Janis Hewitt
Lyall Seale

Keith Warren

June Davies N Bacon Nettie Mitchell
Linda Bates

28 September
10.00
am

Carol Cooper
Lorna Mellowes
Geoff Chambers

Nick Evans

Scott Miller A Gray
L Ward

C Gaughan

Lyall Seale
Geoff

Chambers

5.3 David Betts Donald Monk
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Sunday 24th August  St Bartholomew
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     No Sunday Club
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
       1 Corinthians 4: 9 – 15, Luke 22: 24 – 30
     6:30 pm   Evening Prayer
      Deuteronomy 18: 15 – 19, Matthew 10: 1 – 22
Wednesday 27th10:30 am   Said Holy Communion
Thursday 28th  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 29th   10:30 am  Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning in the
         Green School

No Choir Practice

Sunday 31st August  Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
      Hebrews 13: 1 – 8, 15 – 16, Luke 14: 1, 7 – 14

September
Monday 1st Sept 10:00 am  Prayer Meeting in Church
Wednesday 3rd  10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 4th  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 5th   6:30 pm   Choir Practice

Sunday 7th Sept Creationtide 1 Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     10:00 am  All Age Holy Communion
         Genesis 1: 1 – 25 and John 1: 1 – 5
Monday 8th   7:30 pm   To Love and Serve the Lord Course in
         the Green School
Wednesday 10th 10:00 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 11h  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 12th   6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 13th  10:30 am  Coffee Morning in the Green School

Sunday 14th      Creationtide 2,  Holy Cross Day
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     9:45 am   Sunday Club in the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
         Genesis 1: 26 – 2:3, John 1: 6 – 18
     4:00 pm   Wild Worship outside
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Monday 15th  7:30 pm   To Love and Serve the Lord Course in
         the Green School
Wednesday 17th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
       2:30 pm   Rose Lodge
Thursday 18th   6:30 pm   Mothers’ Union in Church then in the
         Green School
              7:30 pm  Bellringing Practice
Friday 19th   6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 20th   2:30 – 4:30 pm Messy Church in the Green School

Sunday 21st      Creationtide 3, St Matthew
     8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
     9:45 am   Sunday Club in the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
         Philippians 4: 4 – 9, John 6: 25 – 35
     4:00 pm   Afternoon Tea in the Green School
         with the Glebe Singers
Monday 22nd   7:30 pm   To Love and Serve the Lord Course in
         the Green School
Tuesday 23rd   7:30 pm   Ladies Guild
Wednesday 24th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 25th  7:30 pm   Bellringing Practice
Friday 26th   6:30 pm   Choir Practice
Saturday 27th  12:00 noon  Soup & Social in the Green School

Sunday 28th  Creationtide 4, Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity
            8:00 am   Said Holy Communion
             9:45 am   Sunday Club in the Green School
            10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
            1 Corinthians 10: 23 – 31, Matthew 5: 43 – 48
           12:00 noon for 12:30  Parish Lunch at the Bull
             6:30 pm   Evensong
                2 Kings 6: 8 – 17, Matthew 18: 1 – 6, 10
Monday 29th  7:30 pm   To Love and Serve the Lord Course in
         the Green School
     10:00 am  Parish Holy Communion
        Colossians 2: 6 – 15, Luke 11: 1 – 13
     6:30 pm   Evening Prayer
      Genesis 42: 1 – 24, 1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 24
Wednesday 30th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion
Thursday 31st  7:30 pm  Bell Ringing Practice



Parish Directory
Secretary of Bell Ringers  Dawn Richie     07837 187908
Eco Church Coordinator   Liz Gray
Guthlac’s Young Explorers  Andrew Mitchell   07748 241391
Safeguarding Officer    Anne Guthrie      01778 346134

Wellbeing Group Co-ord  Keith Warren      01778 701717
Friends of St Guthlac   Rev’d George Holding
Stewardship Coordinator Carol Cooper    01778 346140
Convener of Sidespeople Keith Warren      01778 701717
Coordinator of Servers  Graeme Bacon    01778 342737
Lesson Reading Rota   Kate Brown      01778 343981
Flower Arranging Rota  Anne Guthrie    01778 346134
Church Cleaning Rota   Kay Roberts       01778 349021

Newsletter      Dorothy Harriss   07587 6 9 1743
           Kay Roberts      01778 349021

Mothers’ Union    Kate Brown     01778 343981
Ladies Guild     Jean Jones     07976 810654
Floodlight Booking   Kay Roberts    01778 349021

Green School Cleaning   Chris Gaughan
Magazine  Distribution  Dorothy Harriss   07587 6 9 1743
     Advertising  Roger Clarke        07902 928782

    Production   Gordon Tyler    01778 349338
email gordonftyler@btinternet.com

Green School Booking   email  greenschool@stguthlacs.org.uk

"Our neighbour died yesterday."
"Who, Ray?"
"I don't think cheering is appropriate, George."

Did you hear about the explosion at the cheese factory?
Da brie was everywhere!



Pictures from the 2025 Fete




