


Mick Smith brought his Peregrine
Falcons Paco and Chanel to the
Ladies’ Guild,
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Rector
Rev’d Georgina Holding.

01778 342237.

B3 St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping.

@ www.stguthlacs.org.uk

For a Baptism, Wedding, or any general enquiry, please
telephone the Parish Administrator Charlotte Bates who is

available Monday and Wednesday evenings on 07972
839963. Beyond that time please leave a message.
Alternatively email administrator@stguthlacs.org.uk

Churchwardens Nick Evans
Roger Stokoe

Readers Canon Nigel Bacon
Mrs Kate Brown

Director of Music Peter Davies

PCC Vice Chair James Ward
Hon Treasurer Mrs Julie Bacon

Children & Youth Worker Andrew Mitchell

Other Parish Representatives are listed on a later page in this publication.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 10.00am Monday to
Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome.

For details of our on-line services please refer to our website or
facebook page.

If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on
the first or third Sunday of the month.




Deaw Friends,

This month we celebrate Easter! The amazing story of Jesus dying for
our sins, restoring our relationship with God, and rising triumphantly
to new life!

At church we will hear again the story of those who first found Jesus
alive again. We will be reminded that it is Mary Magdalene waiting
at the tomb who is the first to meet the risen Christ, who speaks to
her while she is sobbing, meaningfully saying her name. She then
goes and tells his disciples about this, presumably with much joy!

What a story! There is so much to consider. Today though, as I write
this barely in March, after a year so far of rain nearly every day, and
several people seemingly rather tired, fragile or struggling in various
ways, it is the joyful aspect I am drawn to. We often overlook the
point that to find this joy, Mary had to look for it, and to wait. If Mary
had stayed away from the tomb, she would have missed this most
amazing encounter. As it is, she is the first person to meet the risen
Jesus, who comes when she is crying, when she is low, weary and
confused.

This is sometimes one of the Easter messages we forget in the midst
of the excitement of new life, forgiveness, and yes, also Easter eggs!
The message that God comes close and brings joy, even to those who
weep, sometimes in the most unexpected of places and unusual of
situations. It is a story of joy out of grief, as well as life out of death.

So at Easter we celebrate a God who knows us, truly knows us as God
was one of us. God who knows our struggles, weaknesses and griefs,
and who comes to us in the middle of them, caringly saying our name,
and gently pointing us to joy and life again.



Unfortunately, that joy does not always come quickly, or in a large
way with laughter or celebration. Sometimes it simply starts to slowly
creep in, perhaps with a little reminder we are not alone, or with a
moment we find we have appreciated, which could be as simple as
the noticing a beautiful rainbow. It is likely something we have to
seek or allow in -Looking for signs of life, not denying our sorrow or
the situations we are in, but choosing to turn up anyway, remaining
open to God meeting us.

Faith does not mean we have no difficult times. It does mean sorrow
is not the ending message. Even in the waiting and the tears, Jesus
is near, with you. Easter reminds us God is always there, and that
even in places of sadness, new life of hope, love and joy will come
again. And, if this Easter you are already in that bright and hopefully
place, remember to give thanks for the love and peace in your life.

Happy Easter everyone!
Rev George.

Bereavement Cafe

Thursday 2nd April, meeting in The Green School between
10.30 - 12.00.

You are welcome to drop in for a short time or stay for the
morning. People who are experiencing grief in different ways but
share many of the same issues having a comfortable morning to
chat.

Steina comes from WP Legal and is willing help with advice or
points of law, while Jo comes from the surgery as a Well Being
coordinator. Remember, it is not just for those who are bereaved
through death, the support is helpful to those living with terminal
iliness or caring for family or friends . there is a tv advert that
says those who have dementia die slowly to family through
gradual loss of memory and recognition; this is so hard to bear
and the friendly faces at the Bereavement cafe can give you a
chance to express concern, happiness and dark humour according
to your inclination.




The Bible N

Church
Market Deaping

An eight-session course helping you
explore the BIG story.

Ever wondered:

« Whether there is historical proof for the Bible?

» What does the Old Testament have to say about
Jesus?

« Why is the Bible structured as it is?

» What relevance does the Bible have for me
today?

If so, then the Bible Course may be for you.
Why not come along and find out?
Starts

Monday 20" April 2026
7:30 to 9:00 pm

In the Green School
(Church Street)
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g Churchwardens’ Notes.

We hope that you and your families are all well. Easter'.coes' at the
start of this month so we wish you all a blessed and joyous Easter.

On the 7th March we were privileged to have Peterborough
Cathedral Choir visit us and it was a truly wonderful evening of
singing and music and was enjoyed by all. On the following day we
had a special service to bless the new heating and lighting system
and the Bishop of Grantham joined us in this celebration and
performed the blessing. Afterwards we held a bring and share
supper. Again a wonderful time was had by all.

April is a crucial time in the life of the Parish. On 19th April,
immediately after the 10.00am communion service, we have the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).This is an important
meeting in the life of the church and we encourage you to come
along if you possibly can. It is a chance to get an insight into the
running of the parish.

We have had the first cutting of the grass by SKDC in the
churchyard, avoiding the main areas of snowdrops.

The Bible Course stats on Monday 20th April at 7:30 to 9:30pm in
the Green School. This is an eight-session course helping you enjoy
the BIG story. Anyone interested should speak to Nick Evans or
Rev. George.

Again, a big thank you for all the support that you continually give
us and if you have any questions please speak with one of us.

With best wishes from Nick and Roger.

The Magazine

1
1
1
Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue; i
copy for the May magazine is required please not !
later than Wednesday 22 April. :
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.I/\r Rose Lodge
w A Courtry Court Cara Homa

Cezrmg for You
Our Market Deeping care
home offers a warm,
homely atmosphere with
friendly staff providing
personalised care.
Residents enjoy sociable
activities, home-cooked
meals and the reassurance
of 24-hour support.

We Specc‘a&:re in:
- Residential

- Dementia
- Short-term Respite

5}4(;{:{}? Today
01778 344 454

35a Church 5t, Market Deeping, Eparied and atad

Lincolnshire, PE6 8AN
Cane Quality

www.countrycourtcare.com Commission




Lakeside Service 2026

from Kate Brown,

Some Churches have a sunrise service early on Easter Sunday. Our
neighbours at Deeping St James have one at 5:30 am in the church
garden and extend a welcome to anyone who wants to greet Easter
Day with them. If 5:30 am is a little early for you, then Churches
Together will be holding their annual lakeside service at the Deeping
Nature Reserve the following Sunday at 7:00 am. We meet at the
carpark at 6:45 am with camping chairs, flasks of coffee and food
for a bring and share breakfast before making our way to the
lakeside for a short service.

The service is short, just a few prayers, reading John chapter 21
and singing “Morning has Broken” We then take time to marvel at
and give thanks for God’s wonderful creation before reconvening for
breakfast. Warm clothing, stout footwear and waterproofs are
recommended based on previous experience.

Look forward to seeing you there, it is well worth getting up early.

7 N

Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
Sunday 19th April 10am

You are all invited to the church’s annual meeting on Sunday
19th April, taking place during the 10am service.

All the church community are welcome to join us. Like last year,
we will be providing copies of the papers needed for the meeting
via email and expect them to be read in advance. Please come
along even if you are not on the PCC or any committee or group.
It is an important meeting to bring everyone up to date with the
life of our church and community, and is when we vote for
various roles including PCC members and Churchwardens.

Please do join us.

\S 2/
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! N C CARTER ELECTRICAL
Your Local Electrician with cver 30 years’ experience

*Fuse Board Changes *Rewires *Extensions
*Testing & Inspections, and more .......

MOBILE 17766 175319
OFFICE 01778 341853

South Kesteven District Councillor for Market & West Deeping

ASHLEY BAXTER

\
i
i
If you have a problem, a question or a great idea regarding I
council services please get in touch, I will try to help. i
01778 344070 07799 077090 i
a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk i

I
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CREATIVE TOUCH
INTERIORS & DESIGN

BESPOKE CURTAINS, BLINDS, SHUTTERS, RUGS,
WALLPAPER, PAINT, POLES & ACCESSORIES.
Ei B =

Your Local Specialist in Soft Furnishings & Home Interiors.
Visit our Friendly Showroom or Book a Free, No Obligation Home Consultation.

01778 345777 ®

www.creativetouchinteriors.co.uk  info@creativetouchinteriors.co.uk
Blenheim Way, Northfields Industrial Estate, Market Deeping PE6 8LD




The Lent Group

from Anne Guthrie,

On Monday evenings during Lent there has been a study group
following the diocese programme Set Our Hearts on Fire . It has
been an interesting time to explore topics such as how to build
our faith into everyday life, not saving it for Sunday, exploring
learning and how to follow Jesus commandment to love one
another.......

We start with the written notes but have quickly spun off into
discussion that extends far and wide. There have been about a
dozen people attending on a regular basis and I have especially
enjoyed sharing the study sessions with both well established
members of our church community and those who have joined more
recently, bringing a wealth of different opinions and questions.

On the theme of Generosity we discussed how difficult it is for
people to be open about money - what we give and where we give ,
what we prioritise in our family life and as Christians. This led us
down some interesting pathways about giving with joy and
gratitude but it also led to discussion about the sense of community
and caring for one another. Sometimes we do not know what people
are struggling with, it maybe sorrow, redundancy, illness , questions
of faith and yet if these difficulties could be acknowledged in a
respectful way then maybe the support of prayer would help. The
Prayer list is for anyone who feels that they would appreciate our
prayers as a church community . Some of you may not want public
prayer requests but would be happy to know that our small regular
prayer group is remembering you and that Rev George always holds
all who she knows need her support in prayer. Please ask if you
would like this support and if you feel that you are recovering or in
a better frame of mind then ask to be removed from the lists.

The last session will focus on the wonder of experiencing God’s
presence as we work towards the range of emotions found in Holy
Week - from the joy and adulation of Palm Sunday through the
increasingly difficult pathway to the crucifixion but then the wonder
and celebration of Easter Sunday.
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HH Hegarty

Your legal team

Rated Excellent on

Trustpilot '

Your local legal team

Dedicated to delivering expert legal advice with care
and integrity for 50 years, empowering and supporting
you to make informed decisions.

We are proud of our excellent 5* Trustpilot rating, which shows the trust
that our clients put in us to look after their family, businesses and friends.

Working across Peterborough, Stamford, Oakham and Market Deeping,
contact Hegarty for legal support you can rely on.
Call 01778 230 120 or email info@hegarty.co.uk

hegarty.co.uk
Legal support for business, for family, for life
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March was a busy month for the Mothers’ Union.

'5%““}‘35'5:% Although it is not strictly a Mothers’ Union event we
= % always support the World Day of Prayer Service on the
%5} =, first Friday of March and this year was no exception. It

i/ is always good to hear about Christians worshipping

and witnessing in other parts of the world and it is

uplifting to listen to the personal testimonies of

women which form the framework for the service. As hosts this year
St Guthac’s arranged the service which had been prepared by the
women of Nigeria and then welcomed our friends from other local
churches over to the Green School afterwards for refreshments.
Thank you, fellow MU members for the delicious cakes.

Next year it will be the turn of the Methodist Church to host.

Rev Annie Billson came to talk about hospital chaplaincy on the 19th
and I'll write more about it next month. I'll also report on the Lady
Day Service in Bourne next month. Both of these take place after
the report for this month has been submitted. This month’s meeting
will take place on Thursday April 16th. Details will be posted in the
weekly newsletter when they have been finalised.

I can’t finish this article without paying tribute to Ivy Pringle who
died on Friday 13th March. Ivy had spent the last years of her life
being cared for at Tallington Lodge and while we are sad she is no
longer with is we are comforted by the thought that she has now
been reunited with her beloved Jim. Ivy was a long-term member of
the Mothers’ Union, usually to be found wearing a pinny in the
kitchen. Ivy’s particular gift was hospitality and welcome; nobody
new to church or MU escaped her attention. She will be missed.

Kate Brown 01778 343981 kabstg@btinternet.com

Deepings Food Bank

Due to changes in the operating procedures of The Deepings
Food Bank, St Guthlac's will no longer be a collection point
for donations, so the collection box has been returned.

Thank you for your generous support in the past. You will still
be able to make donations at the main supermarkets.
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Garden Fete preparation

from Kate Brown,

The 2nd Saturday in July has been the date of the annual Garden Fete
for as long as I can remember, over 60 years now! I think in all that
time it has been cancelled once and moved to September twice
although those with more reliable memories will doubtless correct me
if I am wrong. This year it falls on July 11th and if this date is not
already in our diary get up now and immediately put it in.

* Arrangements are beginning to be firmed

& up. The usual stalls and games will be there
and entertainment in both the rectory

§ garden and the church are planned. The

B Green School is booked for refreshments
and even at this stage we are confident that
% the weather will be neither too hot nor too

‘| cold and definitely not wet. However, none

» of this will happen without everyone pulling
together to make this our major fundraising
and community event of the year. Stop
looking sheepishly at your feet and avoiding eye contact, I am
talking directly to YOU. How can you help? At this stage you can
indicate your willingness to help on the day: manning a stall or a
game, serving refreshments, moving heavy stuff at the beginning or
end of the day, lending gazebos for the garden or parasols for the
Green School or trolleys for moving stuff from one place to another.
Susanne, Nick, Kate, Andrew, Rev George will all be delighted to
hear from you.

You can also help beforehand by asking businesses and
householders for contributions for the various raffles and the
tombola stall. We will also need help delivering flyers around the
town, ideally to every house, an undertaking which grows more
extensive every year as our community grows. Small prizes of
sweeties for the children’s games are needed and if you can slip a
packet into your weekly shop now and again then let Andrew have
them a few weeks beforehand. It will save us money providing
them. If you are planning a massive spring clean and declutter soon
then please hang on to books, jigsaws, toys etc that can be sold on

13



the stalls or bigger unwanted new(ish) items that can go on the
silent auction. We can’t store them ourselves but will let you know
when you can drop them off or have them picked up much nearer
the time.

We haven’t been able to run a dedicated plant stall in recent years
but if keen gardeners have spare cuttings or extra seedlings, please
nurture them and bring them to us at the Garden Fete, I'm sure
we'll find space for them somewhere. Of course, if you have
ambitions to run a plant stall please get in touch.

That's about all at this stage but I will continue to nag you in a
more focused way over the coming months. Please think prayerfully
about how you can support this eagerly anticipated annual event.

0 b OM“
Ladies’ Guild.
Members and guests were treated to an interesting talk by Mick
Smith, accompanied by his 2 peregrine falcons, Paco and Chanel,
aged 4 and 3 years old. He explained how he had trained both birds
and how he takes them out every day hunting (with the aid of a

drone) from September to January/February. They are in the
breeding aviary from February until August.

Mick has learned how to make his own leather hoods for the birds
and told us that they only hunt feathered prey. He recounted the
story of how one of the birds had recently slipped its tether whilst
outside and was lost for several days, eventually being recaptured
after several misleading sightings and miles of walking!

Mick’s passion and enthusiasm for falconry shone through and some
members were lucky enough to be able to hold one of the falcons
after the talk. Carol Moore gave a vote of thanks.

Our next meeting is on 24th March when Rachell Culfe will be telling
us about Deep In Kindness.
Our Committee Members are:
Jean Jones 07976 810654, Julie Bacon 01778 342737,
Ann Lymburn 01778 703269, Carol Moore 01778 342979,
Liz Parkinson 01778 347020.
Visitors welcome.
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offers a spacious and recently decorated premises &
with @ brand new fitted kitchen; including an oven [
and hob, Quooker heated water tap and remodelled

he premises have been updated into a larger open-plan
Ifarea offering a more inclusive and brighter environment.
Why not take advantage of our refurbished premises for

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

. A sudden event like the Coronavirus may have brought the need
| to have a Lasting Power of Attorney to prominence in your mind.

* As a retired solicitor I offer a professional & sympathetic service

Home visits - Video conferencing available
Fixed fees - No VAT - Free no obligation initial consultation

Since 2011 over 93% of clients have said they
would use my services again.

Tel 01778 428748

|
|
|
I
|
E Social distancing rules observed - Regulated and insured
I
I
I
I
I
] Lincolnshire Will Company.

* R R R



Flowers

from Anne Guthrie,

" We hope that there is about to be a glorious display
~ on Easter Sunday to celebrate the risen Christ. The

| pedestal, paschal candle and pulpit have been
decorated by Pam. The choir have organised an
arrangement under the Good Wife stained glass
window. Elsewhere, all of you are hopefully bringing
flowers in your own vases to decorate the rest of the
church. There will be an arrangement in the
Memorial window provided by Kay in memory of her
mother and a tree to hang Easter wishes or prayer
cards in the porch. After Easter flowers will be
provided by Joanne Fowler.

An invitation again to come and visit the Deepings Flower Club -
meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month — 21st April a
workshop session and 19th May a demonstration by Tim Meakin
called Naturally Stylish. Time 7.0 for 7.30. The lovely arrangements
are raffled off at the end of the evening. There are now a few of us
who make this a regular outing for inspiration and the sheer
enjoyment of sitting for an evening watching people do magical
things with flowers and foliage. If you would like to try a session or
want to go with someone please have a word with myself, Clare
Andrew, Meg McCormack or Chris Bamford.

Friday Crafting

We have finished the weeks to Easter
with a busy March - some restful pattern
making in black and white called 3
Zentangles, then an extra session of

final week with flowers and also a session
at the Wildflower cafe to print.

New summer sessions will begin on Friday 24th April programme to
be decided. Everyone is welcome to join us to craft, enjoy social
chat and refreshments. 9.30-11.30 am in The Green School.
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BOURNE CARPETS
S S0 BEDCER OF e

LOCAL
RESIDENTIAL

& COMMERCIAL
FLOORING

With a FREE no obligation,
measvuring service and
unbeatable prices tailored
to any budget

WE SUPPLY
AND INSTALL

* Carpets
s Luxury vinyl tiles

* Wooden flooring Large Roll Stock V'

and Remnants at
discounted prices
* Vinyl flooring available for same
* Natural flooring day takeaway or
to have fitted.

L

s Laminate flooring

e Carpet tiles

CALL US ON 01778 393 792

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Bourne Carpets & Floors, Unit 3 Cherry Holt Square, Cherry Holt Road, Bourne, PE10 9LA

@ bournecarpetsandfloors.co.uk




when sidespeople readers servers offertory
5 April
10.00 Joy Elliman All Age A Gray Dorothy
am Roger Clarke Child Reader D Fowler Harriss,
Di Wheatley C Fowler Iris Newson
12 April
10.00 Kay Roberts Henry Roberts G Bacon Janice Hewitt
am Henry Roberts Kay Bunn
Chris Warren
6.30 David Betts Joy Elliman
pm
19 April
10.00 Janis Hewitt Kevin Dawson J Ward Nettie Mitchell
am Lyall Seale L Ward Linda Bates
Keith Warren C Gaughan
26 April
10.00 Carol Cooper Scott Miller N Bacon Lyall Seale
am Lorna Mellowes Geoff
Geoff Chambers Chambers
Nick Evans
6.30 David Betts Donald Monk
pm

c.g?

5;? (Cﬁduckfe Wt/d ij arlie

I used to be in a band called "Missing
Cat"....you probably saw our posters.!

If you're being chased by a police dog, try not to go through a
tunnel, then on a little seesaw, then jump through a hoop of fire.
They're trained for that!
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Calendar of Services and Events April, Year A

Sunday 29th March Palm Sunday
8:00 am Said Holy Communion
10:00 am Procession from the Rectory Paddock
Parish Holy Communion
Matthew 21: 1 - 11 and Matthew 27: 32 - 54
Monday 30th 7:30 pm Compline
Tuesday 31st  7:30 pm Compline
Wednesday 1st 10:30 am Said Holy Communion
7:30 pm Compline
Thursday 2nd April Maundy Thursday
10:30 am Bereavement Café, Green School
2:00 pm The Laurels
7:00 pm Holy Communion in the
context of a meal
Friday 3rd Good Friday
10:00 am Churches Together Walk of Withess
starts in church
10:30 am - 12:00 pm Easter Children’s Craft in the
Green School
2:00 pm Reflective Service for Good Friday
No Choir Practice

Sunday 5th Easter Sunday
10:00 am All Age Holy Communion
Acts 10: 34 - 43, John 20: 1 - 18
Wednesday 8th 10:30 am Said Holy Communion
Thursday 9th 7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Friday10th No Choir Practice
Saturday 11th St Guthlac’s Day

10:30 am Coffee Morning in the Green School
Sunday 12th Second Sunday of Easter

7:00 am Lakeside Service at Deepings

Nature Reserve
8:00 am Said Holy Communion
10:00 Sunday Club in the Green School

10:00 am Parish Holy Communion
Acts 2: 14a, 22 - 32, John 20: 19 - end
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Monday 13th

6:30 pm Evensong
Daniel 6: 1 - 23, Mark 15: 46 - 16:8
10:00 am Prayer meeting

Wednesday 15th 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion

Thursday 16h
Friday 17th
Saturday 18th

Sunday 19th

Tuesday 21st

2:30 pm Rose Lodge

10:00 Mothers’ Union in the Green School
6:30 pm Choir Practice

2:30 - 4:30 pm Messy Church in the Green School

Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 am Said Holy Communion
10:00 am Sunday Club in the Green School
10:00 am Parish Holy Communion and APCM

1 Corinthians 3:4-11 and John 10.11-16
7:30 pm Ladies Guild in the Green School

Wednesday 22nd 10:30 am  Said Holy Communion

Thursday 23rd

Friday 24th
Saturday 25th

Sunday 26th

St George’s Day
7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
9:30 - 11:30 Craft in the Green School
6:30 pm Choir Practice
12:00noon  Soup and Social in the Green School

Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 am Said Holy Communion
10:00 am Sunday Club in the Green School
10:00 am Parish Holy Communion
Acts 2: 42 - end, John 10: 1 - 10
6:30 pm Evensong
Ezra 3: 1 - 13, Ephesians 2: 11 -end

Wednesday 29th 10:30 am Said Holy Communion
Thursday 30th  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Diary Dates

Thursday 14th May 7:30 pm Ascension Day Service at Deeping St

Saturday 16th May

James
Concert in Church time TBC

Sunday 24th May 6:00 pm Churches Together United Service at

St Guthlac’s
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Parish Directory

Secretary of Bell Ringers

Eco Church Coordinator

Guthlac’s Young Explorers

Safeguarding Officer
Wellbeing Group Co-ord
Friends of St Guthlac
Stewardship Coordinator
Convener of Sidespeople
Coordinator of Servers
Lesson Reading Rota
Flower Arranging Rota
Church Cleaning Rota

Parish Notices

Mothers” Union
Ladies Guild
Floodlight Booking
Magazine Distribution
Advertising
Production

Green School Cleaning
Booking

Dawn Richie

Liz Gray

Andrew Mitchell

Anne Guthrie

Keith Warren

Rev’d George Holdin

Carol Cooper

Keith Warren

Graeme Bacon

Kate Brown

Anne Guthrie

Kay Roberts

Nigel Coke-Woods
email nige

Kate Brown

Jean Jones

Kay Roberts

Dorothy Harriss

Roger Clarke

Gordon Tyler

email gordonftyler@btinternet.com

Chris Gaughan

email greenschool@stguthlacs.org.uk

Safeguarding
Remember that if you experience difficulties related to what you
think may be abuse in some form (domestic, emotional, financial,
spiritual) or you are concerned about anyone amongst our church
family and community that you may speak in confidence to Revd.
George or Anne Guthrie, the Parish Safeguarding Officer.




- ps
- CHILDRENS CRAFTS

qﬂé‘yg

A mornmg of crafts
including the Easter Story
& HotCross Buns!

Good Friday -

3rd April 2026
@ the Green School (Church St)

10:30am till 12noon ( q >




0 t of ameal in Green
for stripping of the altar

Good Frlday, 3rd April, 2:00pm
Reflective Good Friday service

Easter Day, 5th April, 10:00am

All age Holy Communion service
@ with Easter eggs & a fire
_ to celebrate light Y




